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EDITOR’S LETTER 


A Lot Going On 

BY: LIZ APPEL RINCK 


Have you heard the phrase “language of flowers”? 
Probably not: it’s not a very familiar concept in 
the twenty-first century. But in 1889, when del¬ 
egates to Theta’s Grand Convention chose the 
pansy (A black pansy with a gold face, not the 
more common yellow pansy with a black face.) 
as the Fraternity flower, the idea of different 
flowers having symbolic meanings was 
quite familiar. 

Those early Thetas would have known that in 
the language of flowers, pansies represented 
thoughts ... in two different ways. Pansies not 
only symbolized selfless thought for others but also the ability to 
generate thoughts, to think logically, reasonably, and free from 
societal restraints and expectations. The latter meaning makes the 
pansy a near-perfect choice for the flower of the first Greek-letter 
fraternity for women! 

The Theta whose face graces the cover of this issue, and who is 
profiled beginning on page 14, is well-versed in a more contemporary 
language of flowers. Ashley Woodson Bailey, Alpha Theta/Texas, 
shoots stunning photographs of flowers which are then translated 
into signature art prints, wallpaper, fabric, and limited-edition 
products. She knows when flowers are ready for her to work with 
them, Ashley says, and as they continue to speak to her, she 
photographs them over the course of several days, focusing on 
flow and movement. 

She recalls choosing Theta during recruitment because it was there 
that she felt comfortable in her own skin, and she was thrilled to 
return to her Theta roots last November as honorary design 
chairman for the 2018 Theta Charity Antiques Show in Houston. 


| GAMMA/BUTLER 

Just as our profile article has a connection to Theta history, so, too, 
will Grand Convention 2020. As you can see on pages 18 and 19, 
we’ll be returning to Indiana—the site of our founding—for the 
first time since Grand Convention 1899. And, as everyone should 
certainly know by now, we’ll be celebrating the 150th anniversary of 
that founding. 

In fact, part of our Convention theme—Empowering Thetas Past, 
Present & Future—pays homage to our 150-year history. So in 
conjunction with both last year’s introduction of our renovated 
Theta website and next year’s Convention, we’re delighted to 
announce a brand-new online heritage area! It features expanded 
virtual exhibit galleries, streamlined navigation, enhanced graphics, 
and a wealth of resources. We hope you’ll visit www.kappaalpha- 
theta.org/heritage soon ... and often. 

As we approach our 150th (Our sesquicentennial, for those of us 
who appreciate obscure words.), we continue to celebrate the Year 
of Leadership. The stories on pages 12 and 13 illustrate the ways 
that support from our sisters can make all the difference and 
encourage us to become our best. Theta membership helps promote 
leadership by enhancing self-knowledge and nourishing the capacity 
in each of us to inspire ourselves and others to create change. 

People who don’t work for a fraternity or sorority tend to assume 
that summer is a slow time for Theta staff and volunteers. “Probably 
not much going on,” they say, and I indignantly assume they picture 
me sipping lemonade and reading trashy novels while relaxing in a 
lawn chair I’ve installed in my office. The reality could not be further 
from the truth, and we hope you enjoy learning about some of our 
projects and accomplishments in this issue of the Theta magazine 
... which was created with nary a lawn chair in sight. 

dK 
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THETA MATTERS 



Theta collegians at NPC’s College Panhellenic Academy, January 2019, in Indianapolis. 


News, Views, & 
Stuff You Can llse 


ADVANCING THE SORORITY EXPERIENCE 

Congratulations to former Fraternity President 
Laura Ware Doerre, Delta Xi/North Carolina, 
who was elected to the National Panhellenic 
Conference (NPC) Board of Directors! Under 
NPC’s new organizational structure and gover¬ 
nance model, the new directors were nominated 
by their member organizations and elected by 
NPC’s Council of Delegates. Beginning their 
service on July 1, board members are leading 
NPC and have authority and responsibility 


for overseeing the affairs of NPC. They will 
establish corporate policy, set strategy for the 
Conference, oversee and secure resources, and 
monitor organizational performance. 

The Council of Delegates comprises one 
representative from each of NPC’s 26 member 
organizations and has primary responsibility 
for Conference membership and Panhellenic 
policies. NPC’s Board of Directors consists of 
five members elected to service by the Council 
of Delegates, and two directors appointed by 


their member organization (on a rotational 
basis). The NPC chairman is also elected by the 
Council of Delegates. 

Rather than simply representing their own 
member organizations, Laura and her six 
fellow board members are representing all 
sorority women, working to set the strategic 
direction for the Conference and promoting 
NPC’s efforts to advance the sorority 
experience together. 
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THETA AT SWARTHMORE COLLEGE 

We were shocked and saddened to learn in May 
that the administration of Swarthmore College 
had determined Greek life no longer has a 
place on Swarthmore’s campus. In her letter 
to the campus community announcing this 
decision, school president Valerie Smith stated, 
“Fraternities and sororities will no longer 

exist at the College_Exclusive, dues-paying 

social organizations no longer effectively 
meet the needs of our residential liberal 
arts environment.” 

This school-wide edict in no way reflects 
on the behavior of any member of the Alpha 
Beta Chapter or on the standing of the chapter 
itself. Alpha Beta may continue with its current 
members through the Spring 2022 semester; 
Theta staff and volunteers are working closely 
with Alpha Beta collegians to determine 
next steps. 

TWO AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 

We’re thrilled to announce that Theta’s marketing 
and communications efforts were recognized 
with two first-place awards at the 2019 Fraternity 
Communications Association (FCA) Annual 
Conference. FCA’s judges, a team composed 
of dozens of veteran marketing industry 
professionals, awarded Theta “Best Inter/ 
National Website” for kappaalphatheta.org and 
“Excellence in Digital Integrated Marketing” 
for the Women Supporting Women campaign. 

Regarding the Women Supporting Women 
campaign, competition judges lauded the 
honest and strategic design, and one wrote, 

“This was a well-executed campaign ... I enjoyed 
the authentic spirit of the campaign. The sense 
of inclusion and women supporting women’ 
really comes through. Well done.” Regarding 
kappaalphatheta.org, judges praised the design, 
message, and use of video. One wrote, “Feels 
very Today.’ I feel the brand they are portraying. 
Lots of very good choices here.” 

FCA’s annual awards celebration honors 
outstanding communications work in the 


fraternity and sorority community, and the 
competition is intense. With 54 member 
organizations compiling more than 800 
award submissions for 25 categories, it’s a 
tremendous honor for Theta to take home 
two first-place awards. 

INSIGHT INTO ALUMNAE 

Earlier this year, more than 8,500 Thetas 
responded to an online survey that was sent 
to all alumnae with a valid email address in the 
Fraternity’s database. Input from the survey 
will help guide decisions about the direction of 
alumnae programming for the future. Below 
are a few of the key findings. 

• Alumnae who were executive committee 
members in college are most likely to stay 
involved and be interested in what Theta 
offers its alumnae. 

• Alumnae are most interested in activities, 
programs, and information that are connected 
to their college chapter. 

• Time and availability are the biggest barriers 
to participation in Theta as an alumna. 

• Alumnae respondents are most interested in 
reunion/anniversary events; other key areas of 
interest are social events, philanthropic events, 
volunteer opportunities, and service events. 

INSPIRING ACTION WITH SOCKS 

At Grand Convention 2018, Tara Storch, 

Delta Omega/Texas A&M, shared her powerful 
story about surviving the death of her daughter, 
Taylor, and—with her husband—creating the 
Outlive Yourself Foundation, an organization 
that works to increase the number of 
registered organ donors and financially 
support donor families. 

The foundation recently joined forces with 
Nike to create a tribute to organ donors and 
transplant recipients everywhere. Their 
partnership aims to inspire action through a 
pair of socks, which were created by Nike with 




Taylor Storch in mind. Their color—a vibrant 
blue—represents Taylor’s eyes, and the design— 
five rings—symbolizes the individual lives she 
saved through organ donation. 

Proceeds from purchases of the Outlive 
Yourself socks from www.OutliveYourself.org 
benefit the Outlive Yourself Foundation. 

ADVICE FOR YOUNGER WOMEN 

In an April interview on Good Morning America, 
philanthropist Melinda French Gates, Beta Rho/ 
Duke, revealed three things she wished she had 
known about work in her 20s. 

1. Being perfect is overrated. “I can be hard 
on myself about being hard on myself,” she 
said, “but perfectionism can be a setback. 
Embracing your shortcomings, rather than 
hiding them, may actually be your best self.” 

2. Be your own type of leader. “When you’re 
early in your career, it’s easy to think you need 
to emulate those around you. One of the most 
important things I learned was to develop my 
own leadership style and to know that my 
successes come because of who I am, not in 
spite of it.” 

3. Set your own agenda. “As I write in my book, 
my mother once told me something I haven’t 
forgotten: set your own agenda or someone 
else will.” 
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FRATERNITY 

HOUSING 

CORPORATION 



ETA THETA/UCF 

Not surprisingly, Eta Theta’s current facility on the University of Central Florida’s campus reflects a Florida vibe. The 
beautiful interior design incorporates vivid teal, green, yellow, and coral colors in the living room, as well as in the room 
members refer to as “the Bettie room,” to make a bright, happy, and all-around inviting space. 

The study room was given a bold update in keeping with the value Theta places on academic achievement. With a long 
study table and a large U-shaped sectional, the study room seems like the best of all worlds. 

In the entryway, a newly installed crystal chandelier highlights Theta-colored furnishings, rugs and artwork; it’s clear this 
is a Theta house as soon as you walk through the front doors! A floor-to-ceiling wooden feature wall was installed in 
the entryway, and sisters have been using this as a selfie wall because it’s such a great backdrop. We are so happy that 
this space has been given a new vibe and members can enjoy their updated home. 

Pulling together items that previously decorated the house, all while giving it a fresh and classy update, Eta Theta’s 
facility combines artwork, area rugs, furniture updates, and a few finishing touches to make this Theta house feel like 
a home. 



To learn more about the FHC, visit www.kappaalphatheta.org/housing. 
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LEADING WOMAN 



KIMBERLY BROSIUS STOCKING, GAMMA SIGMA/SAN DIEGO STATE, IS AN 
ENTREPRENEUR AND SMALL-BUSINESS OWNER. HER WILLINGNESS TO 
TRY NEW THINGS, HER PASSION, AND HER DETERMINATION IN STARTING 
A SECOND-ACT CAREER MAKE HER A ... 


LEADING 



I never thought of myself as an entrepreneur. I 
thought I would be a teacher or a counselor, both 
worthy careers. I did work within a school district 
while my own children were younger, and it was a 
great work/family balance. However, as my husband 
moved up the ranks in the fire department and 
began to look for his own career advancement 
opportunities that might move us away from our 
comfort zone, friends, and family, I knew I was 
also going to have to grow, adapt, and change on 
my own. 

When I was a student at San Diego State, I 
needed a network of friends. An only child who 
moved far from home to attend SDSU, I craved 
female friendship. Being a member of Gamma 
Sigma Chapter gave me exactly that: friendships 
that support and uplift through thick and thin. 

We shared dreams and failures, clothes and shoes. 
That was probably what inspired my love of 
fashion, design, and home decor. 

Fast forward to now: our three sons are all grown 
up, my husband and I are in the second half of 
our lives, and we’ve moved to Sandpoint, Idaho. 

I was nervous to move away from everything I 
knew and found comfort in, but the biggest question 
of all was what I was going to do. When a boutique 


in our historic downtown district came up for sale 
... my new career was about to come to fruition. 

With an incredible amount of uncertainty, I gutted 
and remodeled the space and changed the entire 
line that was associated with it. I made it my own! 
I had never run a business by myself and had to 
learn every aspect of it. I like to think that my 
Theta days gave me the courage to take a leap of 
faith. (Well, also my husband who has been my 
biggest supporter the last 32 years). To embark on 
new journeys or to try new things was something 
I was unfamiliar with, but also something I felt 
was a part of me from my time as a Theta collegian. 

Recently, I moved the boutique to a larger space, 
increased my lines to include lingerie and home 
decor, and have grown considerably as both a 
business and as a business owner. I appreciate my 
Theta sisters who follow my boutique’s happenings 
on social media and who have even ordered 
items or submitted feedback. To look back and 
know this passion started some 35 years ago with 
my Gamma Sigma Chapter sisters and now has 
become my career ... wow! 

Kappa Alpha Theta has introduced me to 
fearless women: women who are strong, 
influential, and have dreams they aren’t afraid 


to share with the world. I didn’t recognize at the 
time how being a part of such a strong network 
of sisterhood would help shape me. I appreciate my 
time as a Theta collegian more than ever before, 
and I’m grateful for the leadership I saw in so 
many of my Gamma Sigma sisters. Thank you, 
Kappa Alpha Theta, for being an important part 
of my life. I hope that, one day, my granddaughter 
can experience the bond, the power of supportive 
and encouraging women, so that she, too, can be 
her own best self with forever friends. 

What does it mean to be a leading woman? What 
a big question. I believe she is someone who 
challenges others. She’s someone who treats 
everyone with the kindest heart. She engages 
with others: any age, any color, any nationality, 
any religion, and she listens. She has an opin¬ 
ion, but sometimes stays silent to allow others 
to speak and to learn. She leads by example and 
follow-through. She makes mistakes and owns up 
to them. She says, “Thank you,” “Please,” “I’m 
sorry,” and “I appreciate you.” A leading woman 
is a true friend through and through. 
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THETA LIFE 







BY: LIZ MORGAN REECE | ALPHA OMICRON/OKLAHOMA 


Who says you can’t go home again? 
Certainly not the Alpha Omicron 
sisters who returned to our college 
home after pledging Theta 60 
years ago. 

We first met in 1958 at the 
University of Oklahoma, and our 
annual reunions have kept us 
traveling across the country, 
from the Olympic Peninsula of 
Washington, to Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Arkansas, New Mexico, 
Texas, and throughout Oklahoma. 
But last year’s reunion was 
special—60 years!—and we headed 
back to Norman and campus life. 

Twenty-two “girls,” representing 48 
percent of those who pledged in 
1958, came from six states and all 
over Oklahoma to enjoy activities 
ranging from tours of the newly 
enlarged football arena to visiting the 


new in-places in town. Memories 
of “back then” mingled with 
amazement at the tremendous 
growth. Of course there was time 
for visiting, visiting, visiting, 
including crazy stories of campus 
life which never fail to bring 
uproarious laughter no matter how 
many times they are retold. 

Following an alumnae luncheon 
we took a true trip down memory 
lane to the big white house at 845 
Chautauqua: bigger now after 
additions, but oh-so-much the 
same. Collegians took time from 
studying for finals to visit and hear 
tales of how it was back in the day. 
(Yes, we were pledges for eight 
months before initiation. Of course 
study hall was mandatory. Yes all 
members lived in the house.) How 
heartwarming to connect with three 
generations of Alpha Omicron 


Thetas! Of great pride to our 
chapter is the large number of 
Grand Council members from Alpha 
Omicron, including our classmate 
Helen Edwards Woodward, who 
served as Fraternity president from 
1996 to 2000. 

Theta love was renewed and grew 
deeper over the three-day reunion. 
Storytelling and catching up, passing 
around pictures of children, 
grandchildren, and even great-grand¬ 
children, laughter and tears, tales of 
jubilance and tough times added one 
more very special Theta experience 
to cherish for we soon-to-be 
80-year-olds. 

As time together drew to an end, 
there was only one piece of business 
to attend to before this adventure 
ended. Where will the reunion be 
next year? 


Author’s notes: “Gee, I’m Glad I’m a Theta” is the title of a song from the 1950s. The Alpha Omicron class of 1958 
will hold next year’s reunion in Wichita, Kansas. 
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THETA FOUNDATION 



THE STRENGTH OF 
THETA SISTERHOOD AND 
OUR COLLECTIVE 
COMMITMENT TO 
CASA/GAL WILL 
CONTINUE TO 
CHANGE LIVES. 


Thetas Are Change Agents for Children 

THETA RECEIVES CASA’S CHILDREN’S CHAMPION AWARD 


As Theta sisters, we seek personal connections and rely 
on our collective strengths. We offer encouragement and 
support and look for opportunities to widen our influence 
for the greater good, acting as catalysts for change in our 
communities. This spirit of sisterhood and service was 
never more evident than at CASA’s Annual Conference 
in early June when Kappa Alpha Theta received National 
CASA’s prestigious Children’s Champion Award. 

“Our leadership team was beaming with pride on behalf 
of our membership—especially our volunteers and gen¬ 
erous donors,” said Kelley Galbreath Hurst, Beta Iota/ 
Colorado, Theta Foundation’s executive director. “As the 
recipient of an award that is traditionally reserved for 
members of Congress, we are honored to be recognized 
for playing a critical role in the growth and advancement 
of our most vulnerable children. It’s a true demonstration 
of the collective heart of Kappa Alpha Theta.” 

The Children’s Champion Award is given to an individual 
or organization which has made a significant contribution 
at the national level to improving the lives of children 
who have experienced abuse or neglect. In presenting the 
award, Tara Perry, National CASA/GAL Association for 
Children chief executive officer said, “We’ve had nearly 30 
years to witness the tenacity, generosity, and benevolence 
of the women of Kappa Alpha Theta. Every year, we gain 
thousands and thousands of champions for our mission.” 


Thetas have acted as judges, board members, program 
directors, and volunteers. We’ve championed federal 
funding and networked and ... we’ve fundraised. In fact, 
we are absolutely delighted to announce that—thanks to 
Thetas and other generous donors—we are granting 
$1 million to National CASA/GAL! And we achieved 
this milestone months in advance of our target date. 


We truly have become interwoven 
in the CASA/GAL mission at the 
local, state, and national levels. 
“Thetas have helped start new 
CASA and GAL programs in 
communities where there are 
children before the court but no 
program to serve them. In short, 
if CASA or GAL programs have 
a need, Thetas will be lining up to 
help,” Tara continued. 



Like CASA, Theta believes that every abused or neglected 
child should have a qualified, compassionate adult to fight 
for and protect that child’s right to have a safe home, 
establish permanence, and be provided opportunities 
to thrive. The strength of Theta sisterhood and our 
collective commitment to CASA/GAL will continue to 
change lives. 
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WEARABLE EXPRESSIONS OF THETA’S PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE 

There’s something special about Kappa Alpha Theta’s history, and we feel it every time we pin oiir 
badges over our hearts. Those kite-shaped emblems represent the courage and leadership of Bettie, 

Alice, Hannah, and Bettie and help us remember the effect of our founding on generations of 


In honor of our 150th anniversary, Theta is developing a once-in-a-lifetime jewelry collection. 
Wearing the unique, limited-edition pieces will empower each of us to embody -the strength of our 
founders, honor our collective aspirations, and lead the way toward a promising future. 


Look for details in 
the Autumn 2019 
Theta magazine. 


lO KAPPA ALPHA THETA MAGAZINE 


COMING FALL 2019 


The badges in our 2020 Collection will be created using a process 
called lost-wax casting. This method of jewelry-making is ideal for 
intricate works with fine details ... such as a Theta badge! 

After each badge is cast, enamel will be applied to the face by 
hand, and any stones—including the two diamonds within the twin 


stars—will be hand-set. The final steps are engraving the back 
of each badge and then careful cleaning and polishing. 

In addition to badges, Theta’s 2020 Collection will include 
badge guards in three designs and metal grades plus a 
150th anniversary dangle. 


kO A 




Clasp Pin Catch Lavalier 
Rotor Mount 
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YEAR OF 
LEADERSHIP 



Leader. It can be a daunting word. And taking on a leadership role—whether it involves a title or not—in a job, chapter, 
community, or campus can be daunting, too. 

But Thetas everywhere know that support from our sisters can make all the difference and inspire us to become our 
best. Membership in our Fraternity promotes leadership by enhancing self-knowledge and nourishing the capacity each 
of us has to mobilize herself and others to serve and work collaboratively. 

We are so proud of our sisters who quietly exercise leadership, as well as of our sisters who support and inspire the 
leadership of others. It takes courage to ask, ‘Why not?*\ to do what’s right for those around us, and to turn stumbles 
into successes. 


12 KAPPA ALPHA THETA MAGAZINE 


“I let the stress and 
anxiety of my life and 
the world around me 
get me close to giving 
up on my dreams. The 
women I met through 
Theta challenged me to 
keep going, and now I’ve 
accomplished things 
I could never have 
imagined. Thanks to 
these women, I’ve joined 
my sisters in being 
recognized as one of 
the top student leaders 
on campus and bringing 
more women in 
leadership to a world 
that needs it.” 

Allie Hemingway 
Alpha Chi/Purdue 


“I felt supported by a 
Theta sister when... 
she pushed me to be 
a better version of 
myself, lead in my own 
authentic way, and keep 
looking to the future 
of possibilities.” 

Grace Edgarton 
Delta Zeta/Emory 


“I received emails of 
encouragement to apply 
for the open CDD role. 
While I thought I 
might do well at this 
opportunity, I may not 
have pursued it if not 
for my sisters!” 


Julia Cline 
Beta Chi/Alberta 


“I felt supported by a 
Theta sister when... 

‘she’ encouraged me to 
interview for a job and 
subsequently changed 
my life; when ‘they’ 
drove me from Kansas 
to Alabama for my 
wedding; when ‘they’ 
encouraged me to take 
on leadership roles with 
the alumnae chapter.” 

Betsy Gravers on 
Gamma Omega/Auburn 


“I was asked to be the 
Baton Rouge Alumnae 
Chapter president. At 
43,1 had been away 
from Theta for over 
20 years. The love, 
acceptance, and support 
has been so needed 
and appreciated!” 

Nikki Bourg Plauche 
Delta Kappa/LSU 


“I felt like I was 
tackling so much on 
my own—academics, 
dance, a campus job, 
and my new position as 
CRO—but a sister a 
year older than me 
recognized my efforts 
during a chapter 
meeting. She expressed 
her confidence in my 
ability to carry out a 
successful recruitment, 
and it truly gave 
me a newfound 
confidence and a 
sense of leadership.” 

Ali Drummond 
Gamma Zeta/Connecticut 
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ROOTED IN HER PERSONAL JOURNEY, THE STIRRING 
^‘FLOROGRAPHYl’ IMAGES CREATED BY ARTIST 
ASHLEY WOODSON BAILEY EXUDE jfi’ 

A PASSION FOR FLOWERS ... AND FOR LIFE. Vi 


Whether annual or perennial, garden-grown or 
store-bought, flowers touch us as universal tokens 
of love, peace, kindness, and thoughtfulness. 

But for artist and self-taught photographer Ashley 
Woodson Bailey, these sentiments resonate much deeper. 
From pristine fullness to faded bloom, flowers speak a 
special language that Bailey translates and communicates 
through her signature “florography” art prints. 


“I wanted a Midsummer Night's Dream atmosphere for my 
debutante party, and I worked hand-in-hand with the 
florist and designer,” says Bailey of re-creating the 
magical forest in Shakespeare’s comedic play. “Until that 
point, I had no idea I could make money doing something 
I enjoyed so much. But these businesses were obviously 
very successful. 

“That’s when I truly started loving flowers.” 


“Flowers mean so much to so many people in different ways,” 
says Bailey, Alpha Theta/Texas. “Someone might buy a 
print from me because there’s a flower in the arrangement 
that was in her late mother’s wedding bouquet. Others 
select an image because of what I titled it. 

“No one buys quickly from me; it’s all very personal.” 

Bailey launched her Jacksonville, Florida-based company, 
AWB, in 2014. In addition to her signature floral prints, 
her unique brand now includes wallpapers, fabrics, fur¬ 
niture, and limited-edition products. She has a licensing 
agreement with CB2, the sister company of Crate and 
Barrel; collaborates with Kohler Sinks; and constantly 
seeks new opportunities with innovative companies. Her 
bevy of national and international clients ranges from 
homeowners who purchase or commission a single image 
to interior designers and showroom representatives. 

But much of her satisfaction rests with the Primavera 
wallpaper that accents the entryway of her parents’ 

Corpus Christi, Texas, home. “It makes me feel like 
they’re proud of me,” Bailey says of the bestselling 
pattern. “My husband and parents are my biggest fans.” 

FLOWER CHILD 

Growing up in south Texas, Bailey recalls a childhood 
surrounded by flowers. “Wherever we lived, my dad 
always had something growing somewhere,” she says. 
Most memorable were bright tropical bougainvillea and 
honeysuckle vines, an invasive climber that many consider 
a nuisance. 

“I remember eating honeysuckle flowers and lov¬ 
ing them,” Bailey says of the sweet flavor and scent. 
“Honeysuckle vines are still one of my very favorites. 

I’m not a gardener, rather I appreciate a bloom or a 
flower’s movement. Vines are the first things I’m drawn 
to in a flower arrangement and honeysuckle has a very 
graceful flow.” 

Curious, creative, independent—“a stubborn child who 
grew up to be a stubborn woman”—Bailey also expressed 
herself through fashion, often sketching clothes and 
designing outfits. 

“I dressed in a way that showed off my personality,” 
she recalls, laughing. “Occasionally, some of my mom’s 
friends would call her and ask if she had seen me leave 
the house and if she was ‘OK’ with what I was wearing!” 

It wasn’t until Bailey was 19 years old, however, that her 
early infatuation with flowers blossomed into a perma¬ 
nent passion and her inner artist found its muse. 



Ashley served as honorary design chairman of the 66th annual 
Theta Charity Antiques Show in Houston, where she 
demonstrated how to create stunning flower arrangements. 


BLOOMING CAREER 

Bailey followed her parents’ footsteps to the University 
of Texas at Austin, where she majored in art history and 
minored in art. “There was a time when I thought I’d 
never want to go to UT. It seemed much too big. But I fell 
in love with Austin. It’s so different from Corpus Christi, 
and I found a freer sense of self there.” 

Several older friends, all members of the Alpha Theta 
chapter, encouraged Bailey to go through recruitment. 

“I was extremely intimidated,” she says, “but the Thetas 
made me feel very welcome. I liked their sense of style, 
and everyone seemed very genuine. 

“Theta helped me understand the dynamics of living 
and working together with a large group of women. 
Everything we did, we had to figure out collectively. But 
I still felt comfortable in my own skin, and that was very 
important to me. 

“The sorority taught me so much about friendship. My 
closest friends are those I made through Theta.” 

Bailey also traces her very first image and AWB’s long¬ 
standing bestseller—“Dutch Love”—to her days at UT 
and her art history background. “I was always very drawn 
to the Dutch masters,” she says. “Some of my favorite 
images are dark, moody, and romantic.” 


Theta helped me 
understand the 
dynamics of 
living and 
working together 
with a large 
group of women. 
Everything we 
did, we had to 
figure out 
collectively. 

But I still felt 
comfortable in 
my own skin, 
and that was 
very important 
to me. 
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PROFILE 



Ashley with husband Brad 
and children Lane, Byrd, 
and Woodson. 


Following graduation, Bailey moved 
to Dallas where she worked for a local 
florist. She next re-located to Houston 
and joined Bergner & Johnson 
Design, one of the city’s leading event 
designers and florists. “I learned 
everything about flowers there,” 
she recalls. 

Following a four-year interlude in 
New York City where she designed 
men’s clothing for Nautica and then 
worked as a freelance florist and 
event planner, Bailey returned to her 
beloved south to direct events at the 
Savannah College of Art & Design 
in Atlanta. There, she led her team in 
the art of floral arranging and dem¬ 
onstrated the impact of flowers on a 
venue or event. 

“It’s hard to explain the love I have 
for flowers,” Bailey admits. “I’d rather 
buy flowers than shoes, a dress ... just 
about anything. If I’m at a flower 
market in New York City, I could 
spend $5,000 without blinking. 

I don’t, but I could. 

“I’d never consider paying that much 
for a dress.” 

LIFESAVING LENS 

Deep into a season of personal and 
professional fulfillment, life took a 
catastrophic turn. In summer 2012, 
Bailey, her husband, Brad, and then 
seven-month-old son were in a car 
accident that left her with a broken 
back; torn aorta, spleen, and duode¬ 
num; and 12 broken ribs. The baby 
was not injured, and Brad suffered 
only a cut ankle and bruised ribs. 

“In reality, I should have died,” Bailey 
says. “It’s only by the grace of God 
that I’m alive, walking, and talking.” 

Bailey wore a back brace for seven 
months, during which time she lost 
considerable weight and became very 
frail. Pain medications affected her 
mood and memory. “For about a year, 
my brain couldn’t process much,” she 
says. “I’d read a book, but I couldn’t 
remember it; or I’d watch a TV show 
and then have no idea what happened. 

“I was very sad for a long time.” 

Returning to the labor-intensive, 
hands-on duties of flower arranging 
for large events was out of the ques¬ 


tion. Equally impossible, however, 
was the thought of forsaking her pas¬ 
sion. “Even though my memory was 
affected, I realized I could take photos 
of flowers and then go back and edit 
them,” she says. “It was so therapeutic 
for me. Floral photography was more 
about giving my brain something to 
do than creating a business.” 

Bailey’s earliest florography images, 
including “Dutch Love,” convey a 
dark and meditative tone. “These 
were taken at a time when I had a 
much darker thought process,” she 
explains. “I was simply trying to make 
it through the day.” 

Throughout her two-year recovery, 
light gradually began to filter back 
into Bailey’s life. She’ll always suffer 
chronic back pain and knows that the 
accident permanently changed her 
life. But the unwelcome trajectory also 
afforded a fresh look at flowers and 
the connections they symbolize. 

“Because of my accident, I realize 
how precious life is,” Bailey says, “and 
through flowers, I truly witness this 
over and over. 

“I love flowers when they’re perfect 
and pristine, just as I love them when 
their petals are falling out and brown. 
They’re like women: they’re beautiful 
as they age. The key, in both cases, 
is to show love to them through 
every stage.” 

NATURAL BEAUTY 

Bailey initially introduced her edited 
floral photographs on Instagram and 
started selling prints with the launch 
of AWB in 2014. Her team is small: 
an assistant who works with her in 
Jacksonville; an artist, headquartered 
in Tasmania, who lays out her wall¬ 
paper patterns; several web designers; 
and a New York City-based licensing 
agent. 

Her signature photography, which has 
been described as “soft, smoky, and 
wildly organic,” typically depicts a flow¬ 
er set against a perfectly white or black 
backdrop that is designed to accentu¬ 
ate delicate shading and natural colors. 
Her flower subjects spring from many 
sources, including floral markets, area 
farmers, even her own neighborhood. 
Simply put, Bailey says, there are no 
parameters on her choices—she works 


with what she finds most beautiful at 
the moment. “I tend to have a fond¬ 
ness for the most expensive 
flower at a wholesaler, such as 
peonies or poppies from Japan,” she 
says, laughing. “When I bring flowers 
home, I cut them and place them in 
water. I don’t touch them at all for a 
couple of days, but simply allow them 
to get comfortable and happy in 
their space. 

“I always know when they’re ready for 
me to work with them.” 

Over the course of several days, 

Bailey photographs her subjects from 
various angles. As the flowers con¬ 
tinue to “speak,” she selects and edits 
her favorite shots, transforming final 
images into patterns and prints. 

“I don’t grow anything myself, and 
there’s very little order to the way I 
see flowers. I focus on their flow and 
movement.” 



“I’ve had to rebrand and rebuild, but I’ve 
always trusted that something good is 
around the corner.” (Photo by MK Sadler) 

She’s an artist first and self-taught 
photographer second. The images 
Bailey takes with her iPhone typi¬ 
cally are edited with an app called 
Afterlight, which allows her to add 
layers to create a dark and mysteri¬ 
ous effect. When she shoots with her 
Olympus, the result is a crisper, clean¬ 
er look and those images are edited 
in Photoshop. Bailey has a working 
studio, but often does photo shoots at 
home or in her backyard. 
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'There’s a lot more light and brightness in my images now,” Bailey says. 
“My creations always show what I’m feeling as an artist.” 


Although hers is a very creative, hands-on process, there’s also a 
nuts-and-bolts business side to AWB. Bailey’s current focus is on 
wallpaper and fabric, which represent the bulk of her company’s sales. 

“I send artwork to companies like CB2, and they produce the products,” 
she explains. 


Bailey also travels frequently to meet with showroom representatives, 
interior designers, and wallpaper and fabric vendors. She’s been to 
Sydney and Melbourne, Australia, six times in four years and will return 
in September. Her agenda typically includes leading floral photography 
classes and offering portrait sessions. “There’s always something brewing 
in my head,” says Bailey of products and collaborations in the pipeline. 


THE NEXT SEASON 


Home life in Jacksonville centers on her stepson Lane, age 12; 11-year- 
old Byrd, whose name is Bailey’s mother’s maiden name; seven-year 
Woodson, whose name is Bailey’s maiden name; two dogs and one cat. 
Husband Brad, a longtime mortgage broker, recently started his own 
business. “He’s all about order and numbers,” Bailey says, laughing. “I 
bring the chaos and craziness.” 


Bailey returned to her Texas roots last November to serve as honorary 
design chairman for the 2018 Theta Charity Antiques Show. Hosted by 
the Houston Alumnae Chapter and considered one of the country’s 
top shows, funds from the three-day event support four permanent 
beneficiaries: Texas Children’s Cancer Center, Bayou Bend Collection 
and Gardens/Museum of Fine Arts Houston, Child Advocates, and 
the Kappa Alpha Theta Foundation. “I had more fun than I could 
have imagined. It was wonderful to see old friends and to meet 
new members.” 


Since moving to Jacksonville from Atlanta two years ago, Bailey is 
acquainting herself with the area’s native flowers. “I wasn’t really 
interested in agapanthus before, but it’s growing on me,” she says of 
the blooming perennial that is ubiquitous in warm-weather regions. 


She’d also like to leave her footprint on the community, possibly 
investing in a studio with display space or painting public murals on 
the sides of downtown Jacksonville buildings. On a global scale, 
Bailey’s goal is to cultivate a larger international presence. 


“I’ll never have a Martha Stewart empire, but I want to continue to 
grow,” she says. “I’d like for AWB to become a household name, 
and for people to think of me when they think of anything floral 
for their home.” 


Bailey’s also a firm believer in following creative instincts and trusting in 
the next bdst thing. “Don’t be afraid to try something new,” she advises. 
“I know I’m not a painter, but I’m still going to try it! It’s amazing, but 
something you develop on the hobby side might become your career. 


“My whole life I’ve seen myself as a phoenix rising from the ashes,” 
Bailey adds, uve had to rebrand and rebuild, but I’ve always trusted that 
something good lies around the corner. 


“As my dad sa^s, 'Keep soldiering on.’ If you’re resilient, anything 
is possible.” 


I A 




ds 



“I love flowers when they’re 
perfect and pristine, just as I love 
them when their petals are falling 
out and brown. They’re like 
women: they’re beautiful as they 
age. The key, in both cases, 
is to show love to them 
through every stage. 




Author’s note: To learn more about Ashley 
Woodson Bailey’s signature style and products, go 
to awblove.com. 


V 
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GRAND CONVENTION 



Nature Lovers: White River State Park, just minutes from the 
JW Marriott; Eagle Creek Park, one of the nation’s largest city 
parks; 60 miles of greenway trails. 

Culture Connoisseurs: Newfields museum campus, including 
the 10th largest encyclopedic art museum in the US; the Eiteljorg 
Museum, a stunning collection of Native American and Western 
art; The Cabaret, a speakeasy experience with top-name musical 
theater actors, Broadway stars, and Tony Award nominees. 

Sports Fans: Victory Field (next door to the JW), home of the 
MiLB Indianapolis Indians; NCAA Hall of Champions, celebrating 
student athletes in 24 different sports; Indiana Pacers Bikeshare 
offering 250 bikes and 25 stations for urban cycling. 

Foodies: James Beard-recognized food scene (three semi-finalists 
in 2019!); more than 15 local breweries and wineries; Massachusetts 
Avenue (“Mass Ave”), a pedestrian-friendly mecca for dining 
and shopping. 


MORE INFORMATION ON ARRANGING 
REUNIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE SOON 
AT WWW.KAPPAALPHATHETA.ORG. 


PLAN A REUNION WITH YOUR SISTERS. 
THERE’S A LOT TO DO IN INDY! 





For Grand Convention 2020, we’re gathering in Indiana. It’s where 
Theta’s story began in 1870, and it will be a celebration like no other! 

Our Convention theme—Empowering Thetas Past, Present & Future—honors our 150-year history ... 
plus looks forward to our next 150 years. 

• We’ll connect with new friends and reconnect with sisters from long ago. (Fun Night is back!) 

• We’ll remember our founders and commemorate Kappa Alpha Theta through 15 decades. 

(So many cool displays to see!) 

• We’ll continue with the tradition of supporting the Theta Forever Fund with Theta’s largest Pansy Patch ever. 

(Hint: there will even be gold pansies available to honor Theta sisters!) 

• We’ll launch our new strategic plan and empower you to be part of Theta’s future (Yes, we mean YOU!) 


JULY 8-12 

JW MARRIOTT | INDIANAPOLIS 

In 1899, Grand Convention was last held in Indianapolis. It was the first Convention coordinated by a group of chapters 
rather than just one: all the chapters in Indiana served as hostesses. Twenty-two delegates attended, more than at any 
previous Convention. 

In 2020, Indianapolis will know Thetas are in town! From the minute you land at the airport, to the moment you arrive 
at the JW Marriot, you’ll feel Theta pride everywhere you look. 

So make plans to come to Indy in 2020 and let’s break the attendance record, just like we did in 1899! 
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SITE 2 SEE 



“Notable members” is one 
of the most popular search 
terms within Theta’s heritage 
content, so we redesigned 
this space to be even easier 
to navigate and even more 
visually appealing. 


A NEW HOME FOR HERITAGE 

Since 2012, our heritage website has been the one-stop spot for collecting and sharing a wealth of historical knowledge 
about our chapters, our Theta sisters, and Kappa Alpha Theta itself. Earlier this summer, we renovated our online heri¬ 
tage content to not only reflect our new brand but also to make accessing information easier. 

We analyzed how people used our content; that data informed our choice of some new website tools to share Theta’s 
history and our decision to organize www.kappaalphatheta.org/heritage into four content areas. 

• Notable Thetas, where we recognize our sisters for their contributions to their professions and the larger community. 

• Our Heritage, where you can discover the history of our college chapters, learn about our badge, and delve into 
the lives of our each of our four founders. 

• Exhibit Gallery, where you can wander through 10 virtual galleries featuring the history of our coat of arms, looking 
back at Grand Conventions past ... and much, much more. 

• Resources, where you can quickly access blogs and Theta magazine articles about our history, learn about best 
practices for managing your own historical materials, and review resources about the history of Greek-letter 
organizations amid the larger context of women’s history. 

YOU’RE CORDIALLY INVITED TO WWW.KAPPAALPHATHETA.ORG/HERITAGE; WE THINK 
YOU’LL ENJOY YOUR VISIT! 
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-Julie Moran, Gamma Delta/Georgia 



Do you know an outstanding 
young woman on a campus 
with a Theta chapter? 


Complete a reference form for her! 

www.kappaalphatheta.org/members / reference-form-legacy-introduction 


www.kappaalphatheta.org 
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10 QUESTIONS 


DR. MARIAH DREISINGER ROBERTSON, EPSILON IOTA/WESTMINSTER, IS CHIEF RESIDENT OF 
INTERNAL MEDICINE AT JOHNS HOPKINS BAYVIEW MEDICAL CENTER AT JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY. 
AS A SPECIALIST IN GERIATRICS, HER PASSION LIES IN PREVENTING, DIAGNOSING, AND TREATING 
HEALTH PROBLEMS IN OLDER ADULTS. OUTSIDE OF MEDICINE, SHE IS MOM TO TWO INQUISITIVE 
YOUNG BOYS (COEN, 4, AND ARNO, 2) AND WIFE TO HER HUSBAND, DAN, WHO KEEPS HER 
SANE AND ABUNDANTLY HAPPY. 


PLEASE TELL US SOMETHING WE SHOULD ALL BE 
AWARE OF AS WE GROW OLDER. 

The greatest things you can do now to preserve your quality of life 
as you age are to exercise, eat well, and remain socially engaged. So 
many things affecting mental and physical health as we age are a 
result of not doing these three things. Also, nobody wishes they had 
gone to more meetings, sat at a desk for more hours, or spent more 
time on their phones. They wish they had spent more time doing the 
things they love with the people they love. So get out and live ... 
preferably while getting a bit of exercise. 

2 WHAT IS A LIFE LESSON YOU’VE LEARNED? 

I have two young boys who are the most incredible reminders of 
the important things in life. What matters to them is quality time 
focused on intense and meaningful interaction. This teaches me to 
be more deliberate in the day-to-day moments and recognize the 
beauty and excitement and fun all around me all the time. I just have 
to look through the eyes of my kiddos to realize and appreciate it! 

3 IF YOU HAD AN ALL-EXPENSE-PAID VACATION TO 
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD, WHERE WOULD YOU GO? 

This is tough! There are so many places I would like to visit. But I 
would especially like to go to the Maldives. Because of rising tide 
levels and changes in the global environment, this beautiful island 
country is slowly sinking and won’t be around forever. I threaten 
my husband regularly that I will be buying tickets to go there. 

(They cost an arm and a leg.) He smiles and then starts to sweat a 
little pondering the cost... 

4 LOOKING AT ME, NO ONE WOULD GUESS... 

I used to play college basketball and was known to have the sharpest 
elbows west of the Mississippi. (I made the last part up.) 

5 WHAT ONE THING REALLY MAKES YOUR DAY? 

When it is a warm spring or summer day and I am driving home 
from work through my neighborhood and happen upon our ice 
cream lady. There is nothing better than ruining our dinner 
(read: making it a bazillion times better) with ice cream with rainbow 
sprinkles. We sit on our back deck and talk about the fun things we 
did and learned that day. 

6 WHAT’S YOUR “SECRET WEAPON”? 

I am extremely empathetic. I think this allows me to connect with 
the people around me and, in particular, my patients. Sometimes it 
feels like too much because I put myself in the shoes of others, and 
that can feel emotionally exhausting. But most times it feels like the 
greatest superpower I could ever ask for! 


7 DOGS, CATS, OR HOUSEPLANTS? 

We had two children while in residency training, so we have opted 
to hold off on pets. But we have acquired an excessive number of 
houseplants. My husband has a green thumb, and I brag that he is 
successfully keeping orchids alive. I am more of a cactus/succulent 
kind of gal because they are low-maintenance and hard to kill. 

8 WHAT DOES THE CONCEPT OF WOMEN SUPPORTING 
WOMEN MEAN TO YOU? 

To me, women supporting women means amplifying each other’s 
voices and efforts in a way that shows we are part of the same team. 
I think it is especially important to amplify the voices of women 
who have suffered the greatest discrimination, including 
(but not limited to) women of color and LGBTQ individuals. 

By supporting one another and promoting one another, we are 
really an unstoppable force. To do this, we must remain vigilant 
and informed about local and national efforts and legislation both 
against and in support of women’s rights, including equal pay, equal 
opportunities in professional settings, and reproductive health. 

WHAT DO YOU VALUE IN YOUR FRIENDS? 

I value loyalty and a wicked sense of humor. To be my friend 
through the past several years meant sometimes not hearing from 
me as I navigated early parenthood and the long, grueling hours 
of medical training. It also meant sending me ridiculous texts with 
memories from my younger, sillier days to help keep me from taking 
anything too seriously. As we have gotten older, we have faced some 
tough stuff in our personal lives. We have only grown closer, 
probably because of the belly laughs and ability to forget our woes 
when we are together, but also because of the ability to just hug 
each other and be there no matter what. 

10 WHAT IS YOUR FONDEST THETA MEMORY? 

My fondest Theta memory is recruitment. As a freshman going 
through it, Theta recruitment activities felt like going home. Up to 
that point in my life I hadn’t laughed as hard or felt as connected to 
a group of women I had just met. The recruitment process became 
even more meaningful when I was on the other side. The ritual was 
beautiful and gave such richness to the experience of being in a 
sorority. I also loved the late nights and the bonding as we worked 
so hard to bring in another amazing new member class. I still 
hear the song “Ghetto Superstar” and start belting out our song 
££ Theta Superstar,” much to the embarrassment of my husband 
and children. 
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SNAPSHOTS 



A Elyse Spector Kalmans, Viraj Shroff- 
Mehta, Jeanie Chang Burd, Marisa 
Rosenberg Thalberg, and Trisha 
Storms Christy, all Alpha Epsilon/ 
Brown, posed for this photo in 
Southern California last May. 


B Alumnae from Beta Omicron Chapter 
at Iowa gathered for a reunion in Texas 
this year. Pictured are Ann Swaim 
Stern, Diann Streck larocci, Diane Fons 
Pieren, Sandy Graham Armington, 
Diane House Hanrahan, Julie Hadley 
Gatens, Mary Lou Holtman Connell, 
Janna Klinzman Barnes, and Anne 
Steinle Payne. 


C In April, Pamela Fasse, Christina 

Burfield Pietro, Sue Kloap Wahrhaftig, 
Erin Nelson Ricciuti, Margaret Leverich 
Blum, Kyle Wold Klarich, Sarah 
Smith Eigenmann, Suzanne Norwood 
Giannaris, Lori Peters Yelverton, Julie 
Ebling Willett, Jean Segesta Lembke, 
Katharine Kring Dugan, Tina Marakas 
Battle, and Shelley Grange Cichy, 
all alumnae from Beta Pi Chapter at 
Michigan State, met up in Raleigh, 

North Carolina, for a wonderfully mem¬ 
orable reunion. 


D Alumnae from Beta Xi Chapter at UCLA 
celebrated 40-ish years of sisterhood 
at a reunion in California’s wine coun¬ 
try. Joanne Murphy Johansson, Darrell 
Chulay Banta, Nancy Koch Chulay, 
Cherie Wright Harris, Kristin Norby 
Moseman, Nancy Schreiner McCracken, 
Peggy Porter McLaughlin, Heidi Krasel 
Dobrott, Peggy Farmer Flynn, Jordan 
Sellinger O’Neil, Diane Tregurtha 
Churchyard, Cheryl Fraser Reynolds, 

Kim Cunningham Knowles, Krista 
Jacobsen Vigouroux, Amy Pryor Colton, 
Arlyne Ignacio Brown, Robbie Ross 
Finnigan, Nancy Wersen Shokohi, Erin 
Fitzpatrick Sullivan, Becky Rader, Susan 
Cantwell Rees, Lynn Witherspoon, 

Pam Conner Snyder, Janet Ciccarelli 
Lucas, Jill Soled Silverman, and Leslie 
McConnell Sullivan have met for a 
reunion every year since graduation. 


E Members of the 1972 new member class 

of Beta Zeta Chapter at Oklahoma 
State celebrated Theta for a lifetime and 
enjoyed brunch. 


F Epsilon Rho alumnae snapped this 
photo at their 20-year reunion 

at Lehigh. 


G Leena Krishnaswamy Gupta, Alison Goodwin 
Nogi, Jen Last Baskin-all Epsilon Upsilon/ 
Columbia— and their daughters had a mini¬ 
reunion weekend in New York City. They 
attended a Broadway show, enjoyed Central 
Park, and sipped tea at the Plaza! 


H Several alumnae from the 1956 new member 
class of Omicron/USC gathered for a reunion 
and snapped this lovely group photo. 


| As part of their biennial reunion weekend in 
June, Cathy Grimes Wright, Jamie Phillippe, 
Patti Abbitt Brinegar, Trish Whitcomb, 
Valentine Corcoran Wenzler, Beth Phelan 
Riley-Baker, Mary Woolling, Perri Carrington 
Roberts, and Randy Koehler Schneider, 
all Gamma/Butler, enjoyed a pitch-in lun¬ 
cheon at the Gamma house which included 
a presentation by Fraternity Archivist Lisa 
Edelmann McLaughlin, Beta Rho/Duke. 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
& EVENTS 


J The achievements of Epsilon Eta Chapter at Centre were rec¬ 
ognized during the college’s 2018-2019 Greek Awards. Epsilon 
Eta Chief Executive Officer Olivia Burke is pictured with the 
Outstanding Scholarship Program award; Jacquelyn Engel 
won the Order of Omega Interfraternalism Award; Averi Faulk 
won Greek Athlete of the Year; and Olivia Renfro won Greek 
Woman of the Year. 


K Nancy Brown Davidonis, Beta lota/Colorado, (age 90) and 
Jeanne Tyler Larson, Alpha Chi/Purdue, (age 95) attended a 
Charleston Lowcountry Alumnae Circle lunch. 


L Former Fraternity vice president and former Theta Foundation 
president Mary Ellen Kutsenda Fitzsimonds, Beta Kappa/ 
Drake, was awarded Panhellenic Woman of the Year at the 
Denver Area Panhellenic Awards Luncheon in April. 

M Members of Eta Nu Chapter at Lake Forest created some 

great Theta memories this year, including a successful recruit¬ 
ment and highly rewarding philanthropy events. 

N Kathleen Leavey McCarthy, Omicron/USC, received the 

University of Southern California’s Alumni Achievement Award 
in May. Here, she’s pictured with Justine Rosenberg Thomas, 
Epsilon Sigma/UC Irvine, and Vicki Laughlin McCluggage, 
Omicron/USC. 


O Nelda Luce Blair, Epsilon Epsilon/Baylor, was elected to 
the board of directors of Spirit of Texas Bancshares, Inc., at 
the annual meeting of shareholders. Nelda is a triple board- 
certified attorney, owner of the Blair Law Firm, and involved 
in numerous Texas state and community boards, foundations 
and committees, including the Board of Regents at Stephen F. 
Austin State University. 



P Several Pasadena-area alumnae, dubbed Theta Readers, 
gathered to celebrate 25 years as bibliophiles! Pictured are 

Helen Buscher Franke, Alpha Psi/Lawrence; Doris Purvine 
Christensen, Alpha Xi/Oregon; Janet Paine Peters, Beta 
Omega/Colorado College; Cathy Lammers Fickas, Beta Delta/ 
Arizona; Elizabeth Green Gavigan, Gamma Xi/San Jose State; 
Judith Blackburn Epley, Alpha Tau/Cincinnati; Ann Blouin 
Jones, Beta Delta/Arizona; Cari Price Hall, Beta Xi/UCLA; 
Petite Catlin Morrison, Beta Delta/Arizona; Kim Ford Covey, 
Gamma Chi/Fresno State; and Carol Soucek King, 
Omicron/USC. 
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SNAPSHOTS 


Q Dorothy Seay Wynne, Alpha Theta/Texas, celebrated her 
90th birthday with other members of her Theta mahjong 
group in Houston. The women threw her a surprise birthday 
party complete with balloons, cupcakes, and champagne. 
Pictured with Dorothy are Mary Burkett Whaling, Alpha 
Theta/Texas; Cooky Maddox Mays, Alpha Theta/Texas; 
Amanda Perez, Eta Mu/Occidental; Jane Falkenberg Joseph, 
Gamma Phi/Texas Tech; Susan Browder Driver, Alpha Theta/ 
Texas; Jane Huston Humphreys, Alpha Omicron/Oklahoma; 
Sharon Gray Lietzow, Beta Sigma/SMU; Dinah Hampton 
McClymonds, Alpha Omicron/Oklahoma; Marti Stilwell 
Peterson, Alpha Rho/South Dakota; Nancy Sellingsloh Bertin, 
Alpha Theta/Texas; and Laurie Strawman Dorfman, Beta 
Sigma/SMU. 


R Alumnae from Delta Upsilon Chapter at Eastern Kentucky 

traveled to Germany and Paris together. 



COLLEGIANS 
& ALUMNAE 




S Members of the Westchester, NY Alumnae Chapter helped 
senior members from Eta Xi/Quinnipiac celebrate the end of 
the school year with a send-off party. 

T While visiting her daughter at Columbia School of Dental 
Medicine, Cathy Horn May, Epsilon Eta/Centre, discovered 
that two of her daughter’s classmates are also Theta sisters: 

Anto Barrios, Delta Theta/Florida, and Jen Shahar, Epsilon 
Upsilon/Columbia. 

U Both alumnae and college members from Zeta Rho Chapter at 
UC San Diego enjoyed celebrating the 25th anniversary of the 
class of 1994. 
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10 . 19.2019 

That’s the date of our tenth annual Day of Service, 
when Thetas all over the world honor Bettie Locke 
Hamilton’s birthday by volunteering on their campuses 
or in their communities. 

Surely Bettie would be pleased and proud to thank all of 
you who will come together to spread the widest influence 
for good by lending your time, talents, voices, and support 
to causes you care about! 

Look for a gallery of service photos on our website 
(www.kappaalphatheta.org/events/day-of-service) and 
use our special hashtag (#thetadayofservice) to share your 
Day of Service ideas and activities. 
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It’s the end of summer and that means ... back to school! If you’re a recent graduate, you might 
be feeling a little bit lost. After all, back-to-school was an important milestone in your life for a 
long time. Even if you’re a not-so-recent graduate, cooler, shorter days and advertisements for 
school supplies might be triggering some nostalgic yearnings. 

Well, we have an idea: re-connect with Theta this autumn. Here are some suggestions for how 
to do that. 

UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS. 

Go to www.kappaalphatheta.org and click Member Login in the upper right-hand corner. If you haven’t accessed Theta 
Portal before, choose Claim Your Account to establish your log-in information. If you have been there before, choose 
Login With FSID and enter your username and password. Then click Update Your Profile. (Bonus: as an alumna with a 
current email address, you’ll receive our quarterly e-newsletter created just for alumnae!) 

FOLLOW ALONG. 

When it comes to social media, Theta doesn’t miss a beat! 

Facebook: facebook.com/KappaAlphaTheta 
Instagram: instagram.com/Kappa_Alpha_Theta 
Linkedin: linkedin.com/groups85423 

MEET NEW FRIENDS. 

From local alumnae groups with their opportunities for philanthropy, sociability, and community involvement, to a 
virtual book club, to a global Facebook group, to volunteer positions, Theta offers a multitude of involvement options. 
Visit www.kappaalphatheta.org/members/stay-connected for more information. 

BLAZE YOUR OWN PATH. 

If you’re interested in joining an alumnae group, but there are none in your area, consider starting your own. For a 
helpful FAQ about alumnae groups, visit www.kappaalphatheta.org/members/alumnae-chapter-and-circle-faq; to learn 
more about founding a group, contact aluminfo@kappaalphatheta.org. 

START RE-CONNECTING. 

However you choose to be involved in Theta after graduation, make the most of it! Theta alumnae are a group of 
seriously talented and accomplished women, and they’re looking forward to getting to know you! 
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ASK THE ARCHIVIST 




BY: NORALEEN DUVALL YOUNG | ALPHA CHI/PURDUE 

Years may pass—and clothes and hairstyles may change—but Thetas have always found time to 
enjoy the outdoors together. 


Beta Epsilon/Oregon State, circa 1934 


Eta Pi/Case Western, circa 2018 


30 


KAPPA ALPHA THETA MAGAZINE 


WORDS OF WISDOM 




of FOMO 


If you’ve heard of FOMO (the fear of missing out), it has likely been in the 
context of young people and social interaction, both digital and interpersonal. 

As a member of Gen X (I graduated from Wake Forest University in 1995), 

I’ve heard peers in my generation mutter disdainfully about “kids these days.” 
Their remarks are eerily reminiscent of comments from the mouths of older 
generations ... about us! 

The word FOMO was added to the Oxford English Dictionary in 2013. FOMO 
is the uneasy feeling, sometimes escalating to all-consuming anxiety, that your 
peers are doing something better than you, or that they have something you 
desperately want. 

Simply put, FOMO is a new phrase for a common emotion: envy. 

Envy is not a new concept or concern. Social comparison and its impacts 
have been around forever. FOMO, while popularized by young adults utilizing 
technology and social media in more ways than ever, is experienced by people 
regardless of personality, temperament, geography, or culture. It’s everywhere. 

HOW TO SET HEALTHY BOUNDARIES ON YOUR FOMO 



1 | LIMIT YOUR TIME ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

Although research shows that FOMO decreases as we age, everyone benefits 
from social media boundaries. Make this easier by setting screen-time limits in 
your phone settings. 

2 | UNDERSTAND THAT FOMO IS NORMAL 

We are always missing out on things. Always. If we’re vacationing at the beach, we 
are missing out on hiking the Appalachian Trail. When we are shopping for health¬ 
ful food at the grocery store, someone else is reaching spiritual transcendence in 
her yoga class. No matter how awesome (or mundane, or boring, or whatever) our 
current situation is, we are missing out on countless something else(s). 

3 | SHIFT YOUR FOCUS TO GRATITUDE 

The Faw of Attraction states that we attract into our lives whatever we are 
focusing on. If we devote energy and attention to positive things, we will attract 
more positivity. The converse is also true. Search for “gratitude exercises” in 
your Internet browser for some ways to keep you tangibly focused on what is 
going right in your life rather than ruminating on what is missing. Among my 
favorite exercises are gratitude journals, gratitude walks, and meditation. 

FOMO is not just an affliction for young people consuming social media. 

It happens to everyone. Take a breath and be present. 

Author’s references: 

ScienceDirect, https://doi.Org/10.1016/j.chb.2013.02.014; 

Jack Canfield, https://www.jackcanfield.com/blog/using-the-law-of-attraction/; 
PositivePsychologyProgram, https://positivepsychologyprogram.com/gratitude-exercises/. 


Dr. Melissa Berry Gratias, Zeta Omicron/Wake Forest, is the author 
of the picturebook Seraphina Does Everything . Like Seraphina, 
Melissa has struggled with life balance and the need to “do it all.” 
Today, she is an international speaker and sought-after productivity 
coach. Learn more on her website, melissagratias.com. 


































LIFE LOYAL 




wi undirstand 


SINCE 2010, THETA LIFE LOYAL HAS BEEN A GREAT WAY FOR ALUMNAE TO 
STAY CONNECTED TO THE FRATERNITY WHILE STILL MANAGING BUSY LIVES. 
WE’RE THRILLED TO ANNOUNCE THAT, AS OF APRIL 2019, MORE THAN 
6,100 THETAS HAVE ENROLLED IN LIFE LOYAL! 


Being a part of Kappa Alpha Theta starts in college, but 
it doesn’t end there. The good friends, the laughter, the 
loyalty—everything that makes Theta the wonderful 
experience it is—that’s for a lifetime. 

We often hear from alumnae that they love Theta and 
their Theta experience, but they just don’t have time to be 
involved right now. We understand! That’s why we created 


Kappa Alpha Theta Life Loyal: it’s a great way to stay 
connected to Theta while still managing busy lives. 

This year is an exciting one as we look forward to our 
sesquicentennial in 2020. Enrolling in Life Loyal helps 
our Fraternity continue to grow and thrive and provide 
women with an experience they will cherish for the rest 
of their lives. 
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BECOME A LIFE LOYAL THETA! 

THESE WOMEN JOINED LIFE LOYAL BETWEEN FEBRUARY 1 AND APRIL 30, 2019. 


BETA/INDIANA 

Katy Dickerson 

KAPPA/KANSAS 

Clare Focht Korst 

GAMMA DEUTERON/OHIO WESLEYAN 

Connie Couch McNabb 

OMICRON/USC 

Brooke Feldman 
Crystal Lopez Peters 

RHO/NEBRASKA 

Charissa Hauge Hansen 

TAU/NORTHWESTERN 

Suzie Schmidt Wilkinson 
UPSILON/MINNESOTA 

Beth Donnelly 
Maggie Kristian 
Katie McCarthy 
Natalie Thomas 

CHI/SYRACUSE 

Susan Israel Wollkind 

PSI/WISCONSIN 

Elizabeth Barakso Angelino 
Joni DeYoung 

ALPHA GAMMA/OHIO STATE 

Carol Lease Gravelle 

ALPHA EPSILON/BROWN 

Haley Shift 

ALPHA ETA/VANDERBILT 

Allie Bruder 
ALPHA THETA/TEXAS 

Elizabeth Gallatin 
Marissa Welch Martin 

ALPHA XI/OREGON 

Nicole Provost 
Emilie Steinblums 

ALPHA 0MICR0N/0KLAH0MA 

Vicki Lovin 


ALPHA RHO/SOUTH DAKOTA 

Danielle Buechler Giuseffi 
Jess Paulson Karim 
Jane Olinger Patnoe 
Jane Wipf Pfeifle 
Kjerstin Williams 

ALPHA SIGMA/WASHINGTON STATE 

Stacey Johnston Dillon 
ALPHA UPSILON/WASHBURN 

Cathy Fangman Berry 
Kim Smith Clark 
Kimberly Mahan Moore 

ALPHA PHI/TULANE 

Ashley Kiefer 
Stephanie Quintero 
BETA ZETA/OKLAHOMA STATE 
Mandy Nauman Fresneda 
Anna Irwin 
Bridgette Nickles 
BETA I0TA/C0L0RAD0 
Erin Newsome 
Courtney Richardson Savin 
Cheryl Christensen Sullivan 

BETA KAPPA/DRAKE 

Mary McIntyre Bender 
Audrey McGee 

BETA LAMBDA/WILLIAM & MARY 

Melissa Hall Griffin 
Elizabeth Miller 

BETA NU/FLORIDA STATE 

Victoria Box Emmons 
Leslie Schmidt Williams 

BETA XI/UCLA 

Kelsi Barbata 
Sawyer Lindsey 

BETA RHO/DUKE 

Margaret Cervin 

BETA SIGMA/SMU 

Stacey Cook Stoller 


BETA OMEGA/COLORADO COLLEGE 

Pam Fitzsimons Howard 
GAMMA DELTA/GEORGIA 

Jane Pullen Christian 
Katharine Beard Hamer 
Susan Brown Horsewood 
Liddy Strickland 

GAMMA ZETA/CONNECTICUT 

Kelly Johnson 
Jana Stephens Sime 

GAMMA THETA/CARNEGIE MELLON 

Shalini Ray 

Amy Liposky Vincent 

GAMMA MU/MARYLAND 

Mary-Lynn Kievans Jensen 

GAMMA PI/IOWA STATE 

Maggie Hemken 

GAMMA RHO/UC SANTA BARBARA 

Julia Hoff 
Gayle Mulvey 

GAMMA SIGMA/SAN DIEGO STATE 

Sarah Blatt 

Katie O’Halloran Johns 

GAMMA PHI/TEXAS TECH 

Julia Dezendorf 
Nancy Williams Smith 

GAMMA PSI/TCU 

Kelly McGuire Diehl 
Kimberly Carney Knights 
Kay Kincheloe Warren 

GAMMA OMEGA/AUBURN 

Carra Hewitt Artis 

DELTA EPSILON/ARIZONA STATE 

Samantha Moy 
Marie Vodicka Renner 

DELTA ZETA/EMORY 

Carlyn Burton 
Grace Edgarton 


DELTA THETA/FLORIDA 

Jerri Barnes Hanna 
Randi Clement Pinkepank 
Suzanne Mott Todd 

DELTA OMICRON/ALABAMA 

Justine Betzler 
Rachel Couture 
Ginger Morgan 

DELTA RHO/SOUTH FLORIDA 

Gail Gibbons Mosher 

DELTA PSI/UC RIVERSIDE 

Michelle Ronk Kilham 
DELTA OMEGA/TEXAS A&M 

Shelly Halsell Gerard 
Raquel Hazbun 
Julia Krog 
Ruth Gibson Odom 
Susan Sparkman 

EPSILON EPSILON/BAYLOR 

Avery Lill 

EPSILON ZETA/MISSISSIPPI 

Chloe Craft 

EPSILON THETA/STETSON 

Kaitlyn Kocsis 

Michele Dascanio Woodcock 

EPSILON NU/VIRGINIA TECH 

Tori Layton 

EPSILON OMICRON/RANDOLPH-MACON 

Meg Hill Heubeck 

EPSILON PHI/CHICAGO 

Ashley Trotter 

EPSILON OMEGA/ 

WASHINGTON & JEFFERSON 

Katy Haller 

ZETA OMICRON/WAKE FOREST 

Harriet Hall 

ZETA RHO/UC SAN DIEGO 

Rachel Bontempi 


ZETA SIGMA/OHIO NORTHERN 

Samantha Gruber 

ZETA UPSILON/UT DALLAS 

Sabrina Martinez 

ZETA PSI/SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 

Karla Pendleton Durr 

ETA ETA/COLLEGE OF IDAHO 

Tiffany Garcia 

ETA OMICRON/NORTH FLORIDA 

Katie Linkletter 

ETA PI/CASE WESTERN 

Natasha Oldford 
Rachel Paul 

ETA RHO/JAMES MADISON 

Jenny Sinnott Bixler 

ETA SIGMA/CHAPMAN 

Shelby Stewart 

ETA TAU/TAMPA 

Jessica Quinn 

ETA PHI/BELMONT 

Christina Read 

ETA CHI/BOSTON 

Madeline Ahern 

ETA OMEGA/SAINT LOUIS 

Anna Dutcher 

THETA IOTA/- 

Becca Hinkhouse 
Bailey Murphy 

THETA MU/MINES 

Cameron Barufaldi 


* 

KAPPA ALPHA THETA 

LIFE LOYAL 

LIFE LOYAL 
MEMBERS RECEIVE 

A lifetime subscription to 
the Kappa Alpha Theta Magazine 
Fraternity dues payment for life* 

A handcrafted lapel pin 
A limited-edition gift from our 
Life Loyal collection and more! 

*Not including alumnae chapter dues. 


HOW DOES IT WORK? 


HOW DO I ENROLL MYSELF? 


Since 1870, Theta has remained commited to 
high ideals and to providing opportunities 
for intellectual and personal growth. 

Yet providing these opportunities does not come 
without a cost, and that is why we created Kappa 
Alpha Theta Life Loyal. Our college members not 
only excel in academics and leadership on their 
college campuses, they also account for a 
significant portion of Theta’s general 
treasury income. 

When you enroll in Theta Life Loyal, you help 
free college dues and fees to support ethical, 
social, and educational programs that develop 
women of integrity and character. When you 
enroll in Theta Life Loyal, you help our Fraternity 
continue to foster dear friendships and nurture 
hopes and dreams for generations to come. 


Online: 

Simply go to thetalifeloyal.org to join 
and pay through our secure website. 

Phone: 

Call Theta headquarters, 800-526-1870, 
to provide your contact and payment 
information over the phone. 

Mail: 

Print the enrollment form available at 

thetalifeloyal.org and mail the 
completed form with your check 
or credit card information to: 

Kappa Alpha Theta 
attn: Kristi Tucker 
8740 Founders Road 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46268 
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THETA’S 35 UNDER 35 AWARD 


Congratulations to the winners of our 35 Under 35 Award! Given biennially, this award recognizes young alumnae for their 
outstanding achievements after college. We’re so pleased to honor these inspiring young women who exemplify Theta values 
and are taking the world by storm. 


BUSINESS/ECONOMICS/FINANCE 

HEALTH/MEDICINE 

SCIENCE/ENGINEERING 

GOVERNMENT/POLITICS/ 





MILITARY SERVICE 

Danielle Landrein 

Sarah Coleman 

Eileen Ablondi 


Epsilon Phi/Chicago 

Eta Chi/Boston 

Beta Lambda/William & Mary 

Amanda Piyyi Lemano 

CEO 

Program Manager 

Co-director 

Zeta Tau/Delaware 

Sentieo 

Partners in Health 

Harvard University Health 

Major 




Professions Exposure and 

US Air Force 

Aneesha Mehta 

Dr. Kaleigh Braun Doke 

Recruitment Program 


Alpha Epsilon/Brown 

Kappa/Kansas 


Harshini Jayaram 

Investor 

Medical Faculty Member 

Dr. Breigh Rosyelle Kemp a 

Zeta Mu/MIT 

Bain Capital Ventures 

University of Colorado 

Beta Gamma/Colorado State 

Student 




Associate Dean of 

Harvard Business School 

Carina Minardi 

Dr. Ashley Kiefer 

Undergraduate Studies and 


Eta Sigma/Chapman 

Alpha 

Phi/Tulane 

Teaching Associate/Professor 

TECHNOLOGY 

Executive Consultant 

Pediatrician 

University of Denver 


Kaiser Permanente Washington 

Children’s Hospital New Orleans 


Lauran Driver 




Dr. Crystal Lanty 

Alpha Theta/Texas 

Lauren Farm ley 

Erica Martin 

Beta Lambda/William & Mary 

Digital Media Veteran 

Alpha Phi/Tulane 

Psi/Wisconsin 

Neurobiologist 

Twitter 

Strategic Information Specialist 

Senior Manager of Practice and 



Columbia University 

Population Health Initiatives 

Alia Manetta 

Megan Kabre 


Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin 

Beta Xi/UCLA 

Epsilon Sigma/UC Irvine 

Teea Rogers Reed 



Senior Analyst 

Finance, Technology, 

Alpha Omicron/Oklahoma 

THE APTS 

Accenture 

and Media Executive 

Senior Vice President 





Union Square Credit Union 

Liy Lidgett 

Dr. Lauren Rudolph 

INNOVATION/ 


Alpha! 

Mu/Missouri 

Zeta Iota/Washington & Lee 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Marina Shtyrkov 

CEO 


Assistant Professor of Biology 


Eta Psi/Tufts 

Liz Lidgett Gallery ^Design 

and Neuroscience 

Jacqueline Bright 

Research Analyst 



Allegheny College 

Eta Lambda/~ 

Cerulli Associates 

Jessica 

Cardelucci Nugent 


Marketing Consultant 


Eta Sigma/Chapman 

EDUCATION 


Jennifer Wong 

Visual Artist 


Merrill Sweatt Cain 

Zeta Mu/MIT 



Dr. Rachel Raul 

Gamma Phi/Texas Tech 

Entrepreneurial Executive and 

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP/ 

Eta Pi/Case Western 

Small Business Owner 

Change Agent 

ADVOCACY 

Nutritionist 






Cheniece Richardson Kelleher 

PHILANTHROPY/VOLUNTEERISM 

Megan 

Demshki 

Paige Rob nett 

Gamma Omega/Auburn 


Eta Sig 

ma/Chapman 

Beta Tau/Denison 

Founder 

Erin Smith 

Trial Lawyer 

Inclusion, Equity, and 

Capital City Cooperative 

Epsilon Zeta/Mississippi 

Aitken 

Aitken Cohn 

Diversity Practitioner 


Founding Executive Director 



Cook Ross 

Carly Zakin 

CASA of Lafayette County 

Alana 

Shockey 


Beta Eta/Pennsylvania 


Alpha 1 

Gamma/Ohio State 

Dr. Jennifer Laven Winward 

Co-founder 

Samantha Valentino 

Office of Sustainability 

Zeta Rho/UC San Diego 

theSkimm 

Alpha Omicron/Oklahoma 

City of Columbus 

Founder 


Global Project Manager 



Winward Academy 


AT&T 

SPORTS 



MEDIA/COMMUNICATIONS 

Samantha Mart 




Eta Tau/Tampa 



Jenna Laursen Urben 

Program Supervisor 



Zeta Upsilon/UT Dallas 

City of New London 




Content Creator and Digital Recreation Department 

Marketing Manager 
TheUrbenLife.com 
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Thetas could get exclusive 
savings with GEICO! 

You could save even more than you think. 


Kappa Alpha Theta members could save on auto insurance 
with a special discount. Get a quick quote today. 


Plus GEICO gives back to Theta for every newly 
completed insurance quote. Look to GEICO to 
combine your auto, home, renters, motorcycle, 
RV and boat insurance coverage as well. 


geico.com | 1-800-368-2734 | Local Agent 


MEMBER DISCOUNT 


DISCLAIMER: Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten by GEICO Marine Insurance 
Company. Homeowners, renters, and condo coverages are written through non-affiliated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten 
by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO contracts with various membership entities and other organizations, but these entities do not underwrite the offered insurance products. Discount amount varies in some states. 
One group discount applicable per policy. Coverage is individual. In New York a premium reduction may be available. GEICO may not be involved in a formal relationship with each organization; however, you still may 
qualify for a special discount based on your membership, employment or affiliation with those organizations. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; 
a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2019. © 2019 GEICO 



BECOME A CASA/GAL VOLUNTEER. 


Children in foster care who have a CASA/GAL volunteer are more likely to succeed in 
school and adjust to change. And they’re half as likely to re-enter the foster care system 
later. As a volunteer, you can make all the difference for a child who has experienced 

abuse or neglect in your community. Get involved, and change a child’s story. CHANGE A 

CHILD’S story; 

www.casaforchildren.org/childsstory 
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8740 Founders Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46268-1300 
www.kappaalphatheta.org 
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STAYING INFORMED 
MATTERS. WHEN IT 
COMES TO CIVIC 
ENGAGEMENT, VOTING, 
AND BEING INVOLVED IN 
THE WORLD AROUND US, 
STAYING UP TO DATE ON 
THE NEWS IS ESSENTIAL. 
Carly Zakin 

Beta Eta/Pennsylvania 
www.oprahmag.com 
6.10.2019 


TAKE A BREATH AND BE PRESENT. 

Dr. Melissa Berry Gratias 
Zeta Omicron/Wake Forest 
(See page 31.) 



THETA PROVIDED THE FOCUS AND SUPPORT 
THAT I NEEDED TO SURVIVE SCHOOL. I LEARNED THAT 
IT’S OK TO HAVE ANXIETIES. OTHERS HAVE THEM, TOO. 

Gabby Gaona 
Gamma Chi/Fresno State 
www.sanluisobispo.com 


AS MY DAD SAYS, 
“KEEP SOLDIERING 
ON.” IF YOU’RE 
RESILIENT, ANYTHING 
IS POSSIBLE. 

Ashley Woodson Bailey, 
Alpha Theta, Texas 
(See page 17) 


ALL OF US IN THE 
FRATERNITY AND 
SORORITY COMMUNITY 
MUST TAKE ACTION 
TO CHANGE 
DANGEROUS CAMPUS 
CULTURES, INCLUDING 
ERADICATING HAZING. 

Carole Jones, National 
Panhellenic Conference (NPC) 
chairman 
www.politico.com 
6.13.2019 


MY MOTHER ONCE TOLD ME SOMETHING 
I HAVEN’T FORGOTTEN: SET YOUR OWN 
AGENDA OR SOMEONE ELSE WILL. 

Melinda French Gates, Beta Rho/Duke 
(See page 5) 



STORYTELLING AND 
CATCHING UP, 

PASSING AROUND PICTURES OF 
CHILDREN, GRANDCHILDREN, AND 
EVEN GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN, 
LAUGHTER AND TEARS, TALES OF 
JUBILANCE AND TOUGH TIMES 
ADDED ONE MORE VERY SPECIAL 
THETA EXPERIENCE TO CHERISH 
FOR WE SOON-TO-BE 
80-YEAR-OLDS. 


Liz Morgan Reece 
Alpha Omicron/Oklahoma 
(See page 9) 



















